- ‘Poor govt-private
‘sector link hits fight
against TB in India’
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Chennai: The biggest hurdle
in bringing tuberculosis un-
dercontrol in India today isthe
lack of communication betwe-
en the private sector and the
government, believes Niels
Brimnes, associate professor
in historyand South Asian stu-
dies, department of culture
and society, Aarhus Universi-
ty, Denmark.

Hewasspeaking in the con-
text of the failure of private
practitioners todirect their pa-
tients towards the govern-
ment’s comprehensive TB pro-
gramime.

Here to release his new bo-
ok, “Languished Hopes - Tu-
berculosis, the State and Inter-
national Assistance in Twenti-
eth Century India,” Brimnes
said, “The narrative is largely
about why we have not been ab-
le to control TB in India.”
Brimnes’ book comes weeks
after a WHO report that esti-
mated the country to have 2.8
million new cases of the disea-
se in 3015,

The report also threw light
on a worrving increase in the
number of multi-drug resis-
tant (MDR) TB cases in the co-
untry, which it says constitutes
almost 45% of the 480,000 new
cases of MDR TBglobally.

“The 1980 was the bleakest
decade in the history of TB
control in India, because the
National Tuberculosis Pro-

Niels Brimnes during the launch of
his book at 1IT-M on Wednesday

gramme was in a severe crisis
and the BCG vaccine had pro-
ven to have no impact on pul-
monary TB in adults,” he said,
adding that the book attempts
to explore TH in the era of vac-
cines and antibiotic drugs and
contribute to the history of in-
ternational health interven-
tions post World War 2.

Evaluating the book, John
Boseo Lourdusamy, associate
professor, department of hu-
manities and social sciences,
IIT Madras, said, “The work re-
mindsus that science is too im-
portant to be left to scientists
alone. Its strength lies in the
fact that rather than narrating
the sequence of measures ta-
ken to control TH, it has sought
to study the process through
the prism of the changing role
of thestate from the colonial to
the post-colonial.”



